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Expedition Newsletter #2 : P.A.Cs on their way to Canada!
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Hi Hi,
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Well… we did it. Clark & my terrifying blur of weeks and weeks of toiling away in the garage are past! Thanks to the great help primarily from my dad, but also other friends – Karl, Jeno, Dave, Alejandro, and unbelievable understanding from Joesef and Simon at Siemens for giving me the time off work … our two P.A.C.s (Paddleable Amphibious Carts) are complete, painted, bubble wrapped, cling-wrapped, labelled “249kgs – Top Load Only – Fragile” and placed ready to be put onboard the P & O Horizon V614 ship to Vancouver, Canada. So if anyone hears that name spring up on the news along with phrases like “sank this morning” or “lost in the Bermuda Triangle” please give me a yell. The cut-off was today, and we were still building modifications last night. Nothing like a deadline to keep you on your toes! 
Thanks very much to Michelle and the Fehlberg brothers at Ross Fehlberg Pty Ltd –  they spent so much time helping us arrange our cargo for a safe transit – giving us plastic pallets to put them on, lashing it, wrapping it into one tight bundle. After the ship gets to Vancouver it will be collected by a truck and taken several hundred km to a 737 jet which will then fly it into the Arctic for us. It’s all happening people!!! *stress*!! =)
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We even had a chance to rigorously test the PACs in wild arctic-lake conditions – the next-door neighbours swimming pool. No major leaks, and the craft was reassuringly very stable even with the wheels in their up position – as you lean way over, one wheel is pushed in the water and its extra buoyancy (aided by the weight of lifting the other one up) made for quite a sturdy kayak. Phew. And as for testing the wheels-down mode – we had a very enthusiastic little volunteer from across the road jump in and be taken for a drag! I’d say he weighs about the same as 150kgs of supplies – right? And most of Victoria Island will be flat tarmac… won’t it? Here’s hoping. Actually it was a great relief – even with substantial weight in the back it was easier than expected to get it rolling, and the momentum after that makes the whole prospect a little less daunting. 
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As an ‘optional extra’ we decided to bring a tiny 12V bilge bump that will keep us afloat even if we had a major leak. It weighs very little, and we will have electricity to burn.

On the electricity front – the 4 solar panels turned up, and they are fantastic! They fit like a glove snugly on the PACs behind the wheels or on the deck in front. (Pure luck, I assure you). Take a look. Thanks again UNSW’s school of photovoltaic Engineering for these! 
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Other sponsorship news – a big welcome to Dick Smith Foods for making a generous donation towards the expedition! Cheers Dick! It’s great to have such an Aussie icon backing us. Also a big thanks to Icebreaker – the makers of the legendary super fine merino wool clothing, renowned across the globe for their lightweight, non-smelly, and brilliantly insulating clothing – they too have decided to sponsor our expedition. Clark and I can’t wait to be kitted out in their gear! Take a look at their webpage www.Icebreaker.com – it’s pretty crazy!
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Thanks to Robin Kydd (from OceanTalk), who dropped off our sponsored RAYMARINE GPS handheld chartplotter a few nights ago! Instantly plugged in our maps of Victoria Island provided by Navionics, and as you can see, we’re now ready to start entering waypoints! Good fun!
Great news from Alan at Canon Australia who is going to help us out with the loan of a spectacular telephoto lens 400mm and discount digital SLR camera for the trip!
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Good work on Ben Charlton’s behalf at Air Canada – they specially made up an impressive Canadian flag for us, and some patches, beanies…. Good stuff! Our flights are being booked as I type… so no getting out of this expedition now!
And Leatherman! Courtesy of Zen Imports in Australia, we are both now sporting the latest in Leatherman multi-purpose tools – the new Leatherman Charge XTi! It’s already saved my life countless times and… well perhaps not, but damn it’s usefull! Bit alarmed at how sharp they are – it cut through this rubber bung I was re-shaping as if it was butter.

Does anyone have any contacts for where we could get an HP Pocket PC / iPAQ PDA to link with our satellite phone (Iridium 9505) for remote email access to provide expedition updates? 

Here’s a few photographs from the past few days. 
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(Spraying the PACs fluoro orange! The whole garage now has a glowing halo on everything!)
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(Our quick-release toggles linking our harness to the PACs tow handles – so if we turn a corner and come face to face with a bear, I can instantly run for it, while Clark fumbles with his knotted bits of string. No, actually we did order in 2 for Clark also – they turned up (cheers Karl) just as we were packing the kayaks up for the truck. The pic on the right is a little contraption that I made- we can mount it on any of the PACs 3 handles, facing in forward or aft, giving us a video or still camera mount for interesting shots of paddling / hauling over the varied terrain. Should be good!)
(Here’s a few looking backwards into the aft sealed chamber of the PAC. Elastic mesh side pockets for all our bits and pieces, a hatch up to the left there, and the blue material tube above is a long sling in which we will each store our shotguns. The sling faces onto a purpose made gun-hatch behind the cockpit seat which we made so that we can even access the gun while paddling. Did you know that Polar bears can swim faster than we can paddle??!?! Hahaha. Interesting. Note the detachable table/desk/camera mount on the cockpit on the picture on the right! =)   )
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(And there we have it – our unique P.A.C contraptions – DONE. Sponsor logo’s etc are to be stuck on when we get to the Arctic to save them ware and tear during transport (and because we ran out of time, but that’s not the official line). Besides, this way we can still accommodate additional sponsors in the next month before we leave (6th of July!!!!))
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Ok – one last thing. We still haven’t sold the biggest thing we have to offer sponsors – the naming rights to this expedition. “The ???????? 1000 Hour Day Expedition” – prime sponsor exposure. Time for acquiring new sponsors is drawing to a close, as we need to finalize logo placement on the PACs, webpage etc. As our financials stand at the moment, we are only able to afford ONE of the two Sony High-Definition video cameras on which to film the documentary of this adventure. As so much could potentially spring from this documentary (great product exposure, for one thing), we thought it would be a bit worrying to set out with only one video camera. Should it break, get wet, be trampled by musk-ox or mauled by a polar bear – that’d be it for our documentary. Bringing two would be much more sensible, not only from the backup point of view, but also giving us both the ability to have a camera handy ready to film at a moments notice, and film the same thing from two perspectives. We just can not afford the 2nd camera. So I am putting the call out here, that we are searching for a naming sponsor. We will use this sponsorship money directly to buy a 2nd video camera, insurance, tripods, extra DV tapes, and a waterproof cover etc. Please let me know ASAP if you’d be interested to take us up on this offer, or know someone/some company that might be. It’s a pretty unique opportunity - we are so keen to make the most of this documentary and to promote those that help make it a reality. Can anyone help us out?
On that note – with the PACs finally out of the way, 1st major stage complete -  I am going to fall onto the floor under my desk and sleep for at least a week solid, to make up for lost time. So tired!

Thanks again (I’m sure this is getting repetitive, but I mean it!!) to everyone – sponsors, friends, family and other contacts who have all contributed towards this adventure – financially, with products, or simply encouragement, ideas, and support. We can’t thank you enough. Things like this expedition are a once in a lifetime opportunity, and we count ourselves so lucky to be doing it, and so lucky to have so many helping us to reach towards our goal. Thanks!!!!

Chris Bray & Clark Carter. 

The ?????? 1000 Hour Day Expedition.    www.1000HourDay.com 







